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Almost 60 Afghan Women Leaders reconvened on 8-10 November in Brussels for a third hybrid meeting of the
Afghan Women Leaders’ Forum (AWLF), facilitated by the EU, as a continuation of the structured effort to
provide a platform for Afghan women to participate and have their views considered in international policy

dialogues on Afghanistan.

The Forum, co-hosted by Stella Ronner-Grubaci¢, EU Ambassador for Gender and Diversity, and Tomas
Niklasson, the EU Special Envoy for Afghanistan, includes an expanding and wide variety of Afghan women,;
civil society and political leaders and activists, business women, lawyers, journalists and representatives from
the women’s movement, both from within and outside of Afghanistan. Once again, the members also
welcomed the opportunity to engage with the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in

Afghanistan Richard Bennett.

The Afghan Women Leaders shared continued strong concerns about the humanitarian crisis and
deterioration of the human rights situation in Afghanistan, the shrinking space for civil society and media
organizations to operate in the country, and the continued closure of schools for girls. The members called for
support to create job opportunities for women, with particular focus on the private sector, as there are many
creative ideas still implementable under the current restrictive conditions, without creating new aid

dependencies.

The members stressed the importance of listening to, and taking into consideration the views of, women inside
of Afghanistan to assess the current situation, as well as strengthening linkages between all women of
Afghanistan. Members also noted that challenges (and opportunities) differ between provinces, rural and

urban areas depending on the local Taliban’s implementation of restrictions.

The Afghan Women Leaders Forum calls upon the international community — the EU, the UN and other
international and regional organisations and their Member States — to keep insisting on the formation of an
inclusive and legitimate government in Afghanistan that represents and protects the people and their interests

such as human rights, including the rights of women.

The Afghan Women Leaders welcomes the appointment of the UN Special Representative for Afghanistan and
Head of UNAMA Ms Roza Otunbayeva and demand for the full and complete implementation of the UNAMA

mandate.



During the meeting, the AWLF working groups on Political Dialogue and Inclusive Governance, Human Rights
and Women'’s Rights, and Employment, Education and the Private sector set out priorities for 2023. Across the

thematic areas, activities include:

(i) women-led intra-Afghan dialogue(s),

(ii) information-sharing, conducting research, monitoring and oversight for enhanced accountability,

(iii) leading and coordinating a women centric narrative for inclusive and representative political processes,
(iv) strategic communication, outreach, and advocacy for increased leverage including to regional actors,
(v) expanding and connecting with other networks, platforms and relevant initiatives, and

(vi) political, economic, and social empowerment and capacity-building.

In connection with the meeting, AWLF members met with EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and Vice President of the European Commission Josep Borrell, and EU Commissioner for
International Partnerships Jutta Urpilainen, and had an informal exchange with EU Member States
Ambassadors to the Political and Security Committee and the peacebuilding community in Brussels, sharing
concerns and recommendations on the social, political and economic situation of all people in Afghanistan,

especially women and groups in vulnerable situations.
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